[Coronary artery spasm during neurosurgical anesthesia].
We experienced a case of coronary artery spasm during neurosurgical anesthesia. A 69-year-old man was scheduled for craniotomy for cerebello-pontine angle meningioma. He had a history of cigarette smoking, but no history or evidence of ischemic heart disease. After the dura mater was opened, marked ST elevation on the ECG monitor followed by ventricular fibrillation was noticed. After successful resuscitation, the surgery was cancelled. Because the coronary angiography, immediately after surgery, demonstrated normal coronary arteries, coronary artery spasm was considered to be the cause of the ECG change. Possible triggering factor in this case was vagal stimulation due to surgical manipulation. Careful anesthetic management is required to prevent intraoperative coronary artery spasm even in patients without a history of ischemic heart disease during neurosurgery.